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Genitle Dentall Care

Dr. Hayat Ezzat
Evening & Weekend Hour
are available
please call

State of the artequipment] o sopoinmen

Cosmetic Dentistry ~ Children Dental Care
White fillings Root Canals

Teeth Full & Partial Dentures
Relines & Repairs Gum Infection therapy
Crowns & Bridges Surgical & non- surgical Extractions

Implant Restoration Tel: 718-728-7200
27.02 Ditmars Bloa Fax: 718-728-8688

Astoria, NY 11105

UNIVERSALAUTO TRADE
k) )MU M\ﬁﬂ AS ).d |

\wﬁm e

Tel: 718-832- 6000 15125thStBrookIyn‘ 11232

Fax: 718-832-6001 almontaser@yahoo.com
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Buy your own ATM -

For $1,750!

Simply sign a Processing Agreement with us and
receive a $200 rebate making the price $1550

We offer competitive pricing to all sales agents.
BUY YOUR OWN ATM
AND REAP THE PROFITS...
CALL US TODAY!
A pal) Ottt s Lo¥ dwls Ol dass
888-409-9658

33-42 9TH Street
Long Island City, NY

e @tmworld

BORO SECURITY SYSTEM
- SALES . SERVICE . INSTALLATION

SUAS 9 JHLR 9 O Homalt B 121 O polS Sidm RIS 2 gaatile
LaS Sttt O Momalt dolss Hlawi 9 dcwlio Hlawly OB pudl 512001 5 jg

Professional Security and Network Solutions BSS
for SOLUTION
HOMES & BUSINESS At www.{bss.us
Affordable Prices

Call: 718- 906- 1389/ 3477- 449- 4301
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Questions on Islam and Answers

Source: Islam On-Line

* What Is Islam?

The word, ‘Islam’ means
‘Submission to God’; it also means
‘Peace’.Islamisthereligiondecreed
for mankind by God, Who revealed
it to His prophets; and they in turn,
taught it to the people around them.
As the Religion of God, it implies
‘the Peace that a person can attain
in this life and in the hereafter, by
submitting his whole self to God’.
From the beginning of mankind,
God sent revelations with His
chosen prophets. The first prophet
was the first man, Adam, peace be
upon him, and he was a Muslim,
(i.e, one who accepted Islam; or
one who submitted his whole
self to God), as were all other
prophets of God. They were all
Muslims. Islam means “Complete
and Unconditional Submission to
Allah (God)”

* Who Is Allah?

Allah is the Arabic word for the
One and Only God, Who is the
Creator and Sustainer of the whole
universe and everything in it. This
means that Allah is not just the God
of the Muslims, but of the whole
of creation; He is the God of the
Christians, the Jews, the Hindus
and even of those who deny His
existence. The Holy Qur>an says:
«Say: He is Allah, the One; the Self
Subsisting. He doesn>t beget; nor
is He begotten. There is nothing
(or no one) like Him.»

* Who Was Muhammad?

Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) was the last of God’s
prophets. God revealed messages
to him to guide mankind to a life
of obedience to God. He was
born to a noble family of Makkah
(Mecca) in Arabia in the year °V+
CE. When he was ¢+ years of
age, the Angel Gabriel appeared
to him and revealed the first
verses of the Qur’an. He received
further revelations from God on
many occasions in his life until
his death at the age of V. In the
light of this Guidance from God,
he preached Islam and many

gods of the Arab tribes became

Muslims. These early adherents of

Islam were brutally persecuted by
the tribal leaders of Makkah: the
name of their tribe was Quraysh.
Muhammad (peace be upon him)
had to emigrate with the Muslims
to Madinah, a city about Y°+ miles
to the north of Makkah. The people
of Madinah were more tolerant
and they gradually accepted Islam.
It was from this town that Islam
spread to other parts of Arabia.

* Is Islam’s God an Angry or
Vengeful God?

No, not at all. This is a complete
misunderstanding.Every chapter in
the the Holy Qur’an begins with the
sentence, “In the name of Allah the
Beneficent, the Merciful”. And it is
with the same formulathata Muslim
should begin every activity, be it
taking food, starting a business etc.
The Qur’an gives so many epithets
to God, like Forgiving, Kind,
Loving, Compassionate, Merciful
and so on. From the Islamic point
of view, God is the All Merciful
Creator and Sustainer of the whole
universe. Besides, He has given us
His Guidance too, to lead us out of
darkness into light.

* Were There Other Prophets?

Certainly. The Holy Qur’an, which
is the Muslim Scripture revealed
to Muhammad, the Last Prophet
of God (peace be on him), clearly
states that from the beginning of
mankind on the face of the earth,
God had been sending prophets
to guide the people who lived in
differentlandsindifferentperiodsof
history. These prophets taught their
people basically the same religion;
because they were teaching just
those ideas and principles which
they received from the One and
Only God through revelation.

* What is the Muslim Belief about
Other Religions?

Since all the great religions were
originally taught by God’s own
chosen prophets, they had to be
the same basic message. We do
see differences, however, between
them and we have to examine

of every prophet, his teachings
were either forgotten or distorted.
Also, as a result of the changed
circumstances of later times, newer
and newer interpretations were
introduced into the religion and
gradually the essential message
was polluted. This was the reason
for the existence of a plurality of
religions, in the place of the single
Religion of God which all the
prophets taught.

* Has Islam Any Special Relation
with Judaism and Christianity?
Judaism was originally the religion
taught by Prophet Moses or Musa
(peace be on him). Christianity in
its origin was taught by Prophet
Jesus or "Eesa (peace be on him).
Muhammad (peace be upon him)
was the only prophet to come after
Jesus. Chronologically as well as
historically the religion closest
to Islam is Christianity and then
Judaism. Many of the religious
concepts of these two religions
bear a close resemblance to those
of Islam. These three religions are
called the Semitic Religions.

* What Do Muslims Believe about
Jesus?

Like Christians, Muslims believe
that Jesus was born miraculously
without a father. But unlike
Christians, Muslims do not take
him to be God or the Son of God.
Jesus was a man and a prophet. It
is true that he has performed many
miracles; there were others who
worked miracles. But a miracle-

worker does not become a God on
that account, or even a prophet.
Jesus said words to this effect. (See
Mark YY:YY: “For false Christs
and false prophets shall rise, and
shall show signs and wonders to
seduce, if it were possible, even
the elect”). The Qur>an, which is
the Muslim Scripture God revealed
to Muhammad (peace be on him)
says, that Jesus performed many
miracles by the help of God. In fact,
these miracles were meant toprove
to the people around him that Jesus
was a Messenger of God. Jesus
said so while restoring a dead man
to life. (See John £€£-£) V) where
Jesus says to God that he prayed
to revive Lazarus in order to prove
to the people that he was sent to
the world by God, or in Islamic
parlance that He was a Messenger
of God). Anyone who holds that
Jesus is God has to explain so
many categorical statements in
the Gospels like these: That Jesus
prayed to God; that he wept; that the
first commandment is the Jewish
Shema (that God is Only One) and
so on and so forth. So, the Muslim
belief about Jesus is well attested
by the Gospels themselves.

* What Happens after Death?

At the time of death, a person’s
soul is separated from his body and
the body is buried. It decompses
and becomes one with the dust
whereas the soul lives on, but
passive in a state of sleep until
they are resurrected on the Day of
Judgement.

who were worshiﬁﬁinﬁ the false how this haﬁﬁened. After the time
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How Important Are 2008 US

Elections to Arab Society?

Ghassan Michel Rubeiz

September 23, 2008
East Meredith , New York

For over two centuries, Americans
have been active in the Middle
East, and Middle East people have
been active in America , through
tourism, trade, education, art, reli-
gion, culture, oil, national security
and migration.

For Arabs, American education re-
mains attractive today, even when
foreign policy in Washington
seems unfriendly. The number of
American universities in the Arab
world is on the increase. American
business is thriving in many Arab
countries. Equally, Arab business-
men find excellent investment op-
portunities in the US . America re-
mains an active ally for many Arab
countries in the Gulf. Saudi Arabia
, Egypt, Morocco and Jordan , lead
states in the region, are pro-West in
their political orientation.

While Americans find serious dif-
ferences between the two presi-
dential candidates, especially on
domestic issues, the Arab world
needs not be too anxious about
who will win the 2008 elections.
US presidential election-spin aug-
ments the differences between the
two contenders and makes them
look miles apart on every issue. In
reality, the two contenders are cen-
trists; Washington politics changes
more slowly than one would hope.
Leadership counts but systems
often overpower individual initia-
tives.

None of the two US presidential
candidates is likely to shake the
solid foundations of US relations in
the Middle East . Neither Obama
nor McCain is expected to inhibit
existing programs of educational,
cultural, military and economic
exchange between the two worlds.

But political events do affect the
pace, the character and the quality
of sharing between Americans and
Arabs. For example, the tragedy of
9/11 has shaken the foundations
of American-Muslim relations. In
this case Arabs severely violated

the rules of the po-
litical game.

But many Arabs do
not see 9/11 the way
Americans process
this twenty-first cen-
tury tragedy. Ameri-
cans resent the idea
of comparing 9/11
with similar events
of trauma in the
Middle East .

Does 9/11 have a
parallel on the Arab
side? Could the
June war of 1967,
an event that elimi-
nated Palestine from
the map and placed
Washington and Tel
Aviv in a strategic
regional  alliance,
be considered the
Arab world’s 9/11?
This game changing
event did also threaten the basis of
American-Arab relations. Com-
paring milestone suffering is not
an attempt to erase the moral inde-
cency of 9/11.

In looking ahead, US-Arab rela-
tions will continue to expand, but
there is always a threat of a future
cataclysmic political happening
that would severely interrupt these
relations for decades to come. In
contrast, there is also the hope for
settling the Arab-American-Israeli
conflict in the foreseeable future.
No one can predict the develop-
ment of US-Middle East relations,
given the complexity of factors of
push and pull, of love and hate, of
waxing and waning of -Arab and
American- fundamentalism, of
wise and unwise decision-making;
and lastly no one can predict the
impact of the international con-
text in which US-Arab relations
evolve.

Inlooking back, the character of US
intervention in the Middle East has
changed in recent decades. Starting
with the second half of the twenti-
eth century American involvement
in this oil rich region shifted in
emphasis from the social to the po-
litical. With this change of empha-

—

sis the

character of foreign intervention
has become increasingly inconsis-
tent.

Consider the inconsistency in US
foreign policy over the last six de-
cades. In 1946 the US pressured
the Soviets out of Iran . But in
1953 the CIA ousted the popular
and democratically elected Iranian
Prime Minister. In 1956 America
pressured France , Britain and Is-
rael out of Egypt . But in 1967 the
US supported Israel in the June
war, a war that changed America ’s
image in the region. In 1979 former
President Carter mediated a peace
treaty between Egypt and Israel ,
a historic and giant move in Arab-
Jewish coexistence. But in1958
and then in 1983 the US deployed
the Marines in Lebanon to support
two unpopular regimes.

The Middle East is thirsty for US
foreign relations that are consis-
tent with the past, consistent with
rhetoric and consistent in stan-
dards. Could Washington listen
more to Arab friends who care
about America and Israel , but who
also think of the good for the entire
Middle East and beyond? In his
recent book “The Arab Center”, Dr
Marwan Muasher, one of Washing-

ton ’s trusted friends concludes his
critical analysis of US-Arab rela-
tions with one simple idea: To win
the hearts of Muslims, America
must shift from being a patron to
being a partner. Muasher adds that
for Arabs, to win the confidence
of America and Israel , they must
foster freedom and peace within
their national and regional borders.
>From Israel , Muasher demands
a policy of sincere commitment to
the peace process.

Will Obama and McCain listen
to Muasher and his likes? Both
Obama and McCain support the
peace process, albeit with differ-
ent degrees of objectivity. Both
also would work for Arab democ-
ratization, but with different styles.
Finally, both contenders count on
America ’s enabling role through
sound foreign policy, but with
varying perspectives. On Middle
East-American relations the next
president will hopefully have more
freedom, more courage and more
creativity in decision making as he
responds to the challenges ahead.

. Author’s email is grubeiz@
comcast.net . His blog is <aldik-
kani.blogspot.com>.
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