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indicated a need for assistance with
security sector reform and modern-
ization of the judiciary.

The United Nations must also change

in light of the new realities if

we are to help the people of the re-
gion to achieve the full potential of
this moment.

Finally. let me note that I encour-
aged both Egypt and Tunisia — as
well as Guatemala, which I visited
just beforehand -- to ratify the
Rome

Statute of the International Crimi-
nal Court. Ithanked the leaders
of all

three countries for agreeing to take
early measures to do so.

This, along with recent events in
the region, marks a significant
step in international humanitarian
law and the emerging doctrine of
the

responsibility to protect.

Thank you very much, and I will
be happy to answer your ques-
tions.

Q: Is there any time frame for the
additional measures you talked
about in

the Security Council today, and
would you request creating safe
areas to

protect civilians in cities in Libya

like Misrata? The situation there is

very dire.

SG: We have to monitor and see how

the situation will develop. I believe

that the Security Council may be in a

position to take additional steps.
This is what my Special Envoy told
Libyan authorities when he met
Libyan

authorities, that the Security Council

may take additional measures if
Libyan authorities would not fully
comply with the Security Council
resolutions.

Q: Do you believe the military
intervention is protecting Libyan
rebels so

they can continue their efforts to
overthrow Qadhafi that began a
month

ago?

SG: I would like to make it quite

clear as we have discussed during the
informal consultations with the Secu-
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rity Council members: The primary
objective of Security Council reso-
Iution 1973 is to provide protection
to

the civilian population, to save the
lives of the civilian population.

The

aim of military action in the course
of enforcing this no-fly zone in

accordance with the Security
Council resolution is to protect the
civilian

population.

Q: [inaudible]

SG: It’s not aiming to change any
regime.

Q: [inaudible]

SG: It’s not intended to do that. I
made it quite clear that again, this
is

to protect the civilian population.
Because Colonel Qadhafi has been
killing his own people, that is why
the Security Council has adopted
that

resolution and the leaders of the
international community have
taken swift

and decisive measures to prevent
the further killings of the civilian
population.

Q: Your Special Envoy will be
part of the AU meeting tomor-
row in Addis

Ababa. What’s your message to
that meeting and do you expect
any timeframe

or any political agreement could
be reached after the meeting

sall

tomorrow?

SG: As you know, the African
Union is one of the very impor-
tant regional
organizations, together with the
League of Arab States. They have
established a high-level panel
composed of five
Heads of State of
Africa.
And they will soon
engage in their own
diplomatic efforts
and before that,
the AU has con-
vened a meet-
ing inviting [the]
African high-level
panel and
neighbouring
counfries, regional
organizations and
the United Nations,
and
also the five per-
manent members
of the Security
Council. There,
| they will

discuss what kind
of actions the international com-
munity can take further
in addition to what is now being
taken as a part of implementing
the
Security Council resolution.

Q: Secretary-General, welcome
back from your trip. A lot of
people in the

area want protection. Some of
those who want protection are
the people of

Bahrain and people in Gaza
who are under no rule really
and they are

targeted by airplanes, by assas-
sinations, by arbitrary arrests.
‘What do you

say to the ruler of Bahrain and
to the Israelis in this regard?

SG: Human lives are the same
wherever, [whatever they] may
believe in.

Therefore, the United Nations
takes it with the highest priority
to protect

human lives wherever we can.
In the same spirit, I have been
speaking with

the authorities in Bahrain and I
have spoken with the King al-
ready several

times and I have also been speak-
ing with regional leaders to

FTIT 4 B

discuss the

situation in Bahrain. and I will
continue to do that. And I again
urge the

Bahraini authorities to exercise
maximum restraint and caution.
diligence,

in protecting human rights and
particularly human lives.

And on the humanitarian situation
in Gaza, this has been my priority.
I

have been constantly discussing
this matter with Israeli authorities.
They

have indeed eased a little bit of
restrictions. The humanitarian as-
sistance

is now flowing, but not enough.
That is why I have been again
constantly

talking to the Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister of Israel, the
authorities, to completely lift the
restrictions that they have been
imposing and I will continue to do
50.

Q: Mr. Secretary-General, the
Security Council has lacked con-
sensus. Yes,

there was a resolution, but there
was a lot of disgruntlement. Do
you

believe that the Security Council
is actually in a position to handle
the

crises up ahead? Not just Libya,
but a broad spectrum of crises
that we are

facing now in the Arab world?

SG: We should note that the
Security Council has adopted this
Security

Council resolution 1973, even
though some countries have ab-
stained. It has

a legal background. It has also a
political background. In terms of
moral

background, it has the full support
of the Security Council, full sup-
port

of the international community.
There may be some difference of
nuances or

positions in the detailed manner of
implementing this Security Coun-
cil

resolution, but I appreciate the
members of the Security Council
[adopting]

this resolution

www.ghorbanews.com —l
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SG: Good evening, Ladies and
Gentlemen,

I have just briefed the Security
Council on the sifuation in Libya,
including the high-level meeting
in Paris, and on my recent trip to
Egypt

and Tunisia.

Let me reiterate three main points.

First, despite repeated claims by
the Libyan authorities, we continue
to see no evidence of a cease-fire.
Nor have we seen any steps by the
Libyan authorities to fulfill their
obligations under resolutions 1970
and

1973.

Second, we have serious concerns
about the protection of civilians
and respect for human rights and
international humanitarian law.
Worrying

signs include arrests, disappearanc-
es, threats and incitement, includ-
ing by

Colonel Qadhafi on national televi-
sion.

Third, there is an urgent need for
humanitarian access. More than
330.000 people have fled the coun-
try. Many of those who remain are
under

siege. Yet Libyan authorities have
not yet permitted a United Nations

Ls3etan¥) Bl MalS hacall yai3ally Gsa oS Ot olasyial

needs-assessment mission. I
remind all parties of obligations
to allow

unimpeded access to populations
in need.

Tomorrow, my Special Envoy,
Mr. Al-Khatib, will attend a
meeting

convened by the African Union
in Addis Ababa. Representatives
of both the

Libyan Government and the op-
position will attend — I was told

- as well as

relevant Member States and re-
gional organizations. Yesterday.
in that

regard, I had in-depth discussions
with African Union Commission
Chairman

Jean Ping on how the United Na-
tions and the African Union can
work together

to resolve this crisis.

Eleven countries have sent letters
of notification about the mea-
sures

they are taking to implement
resolution 1973. This is what I
have reported

to the Security Council. We have
also just received notification
from NATO

of its decision to commence an
alliance operation in support of
the arms

embargo.

For my part, I continue o engage
in wide-ranging diplomatic ef-
forts

aimed at a ceasefire and a politi-
cal solution.

The international community has
acted together to avert a potential
larger scale crisis. It must con-
tinue to speak with one voice.

Now let me turn to Egypt and
Tunisia.

In both countries. the sense of na-
tional pride was everywhere. In
the streets and at the highest lev-
els of government, people were
speaking

the language of democracy, open-
ness, freedom and human rights.

I went to the region to listen, to
hear the new voices that have
emerged. I went to show solidar-
ity with their march toward full
democracy.

The events in Egypt and Tunisia
and across the Arab world repre-
sent

the greatest opportunity for the
evolution of democracy and hu-
man rights in

a generation. It is vital that these
transitions succeed.

In every conversation, I pledged
to mobilize an international

assistance effort, led by the United
Nations system in close coordination
with key international donors with
special emphasis on socio-economic
development.

The World Bank, IMF and Islamic
Development Bank will be especially
important in marshalling financial
resources and technical expertise.

Egypt and Tunisia have achieved dra-
matic change with lightning speed.
But now they are caught between
spiralling expectations and reduced
economic means.

These emerging democracies need
jobs, especially for the region’s
highly educated young people, who
are so optimistic about their future.

They need to see the dividend of
democracy.

In both Egypt and Tunisia I promised
the full support of the United
Nations, based on our extensive expe-
rience in assisting countries making
democratic and post-conflict transi-
tions.

We will soon dispatch a team of ex-
perts to Tunisia to help prepare

the upcoming elections. They are go-
ing to have a Constitutional Assembly
election in July. Tunisia has also

L_www.ghorbanews.com
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