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ALL PROGRAMS WITH ESL OFFERED

* ESL WITH BUSINESS

* ESL W/Computerized Applications (ESL-CA)
* ESL-With Office Applications (ESL-OA)

* ESL-Medical Office Assistant (ESL-MOA)
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* ESL-Intensive Accounting (ESL-TA)
* ESL STAND-ALONE COURSES
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* Comprehensive ESL (COMP/ESL)

* Intensive ESL (INT/ESL)

* Stand Alone English as a Second Language
o ESL 100
o ESL 101
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o ESL 102
o ENGLISH 100

o ENGLISH 200
o ENGLISH 300
* U.S. Citizenship Exam Preparation
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Call Now for Other
Free ATM Machine Installed / (DCA) Tobacco, Court Hearings, Lotto / (SLA) State Liquor Authority License / (DOH) De-
partment of Health: Restaurant, Bars / (NYS) Corporation, Tax ID, Sales Tax Certificate / (Ag & Mkts) Retail Food Process-

License and Services

.ing License / (USDA) Food Stamps

www.ablenyc.com
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The Middle East and Palestine , Issues and Prospects for peace

- Lebanon .

| rather negotiations towards

peace. Israel has repeatedly

|| eluded making peace with
; the Palestinians, gone back

on peace with Syria after it
was almost achieved, and
purposely avoided peace
with Lebanon by refusing to

' resolve the issues of the She-

baa Farms and the Ghajar

- village where half of it is

still occupied since the Is-
raeli 1982 invasion of south
. Pretexts and

“~ excuses abounded behind

Part 1

“Operation Cast Lead’ was
the biggest Israeli military
operation in the Gaza Strip
in nearly 42 years of occu-
pation. 1,414 Palestinians
were killed, and over 5000
injured mostly children’s,
women’s and elderly. We
should recall one of the cas-
es of the 18 month old Farah
al-Helu, who was killed on
4 January. The al-Helu fam-
ily had been told to evacu-
ate their house in Zaytoun,
eastern Gaza , but while
they were attempting to fiee,
Israeli soldiers opened fire
on them. Farah was shot
in the stomach and bled to
death two hours later. Israel
has failed to uphold to inter-
national humanitarian law,
which provides protection
for children in armed con-
flict and the lack of adequate
precautions taken to distin-
guish between civilians and
military targets. Israel ’s
indiscriminate shelling of
homes, schools, hospitals,
UN complexes and use of
forbidden weapons , i.e.,
whife phosphorus and de-
pleted Uranium are simply
war crimes against Palestin-
ian and humanity.

Irrespective of this fact, to-
day Arabs do not want war,
and Israel does not want
peace. This is what should
be realized. The last two
Middle East wars did not
take place between coun-
tries, but rather between
the State of Israel and the
organizations Hezbollah in
Lebanon and Hamas in Pal-
estine . All of Israel ’s neigh-
bors do not want war: Egypt
and Jordan both have peace
agreements with Israel |, the
Palestinian Authority has
been negotiating with Israel
for a long time, and Leba-
non has no desire to go to
war with Israel . In fact, the
only thing distancing Leba-
non from peac e with Israel
is the latter’s continued re-
fusal to completely with-
draw from ifs territories. As
for Syria , it has repeatedly
declared and once again as-
serts that its strategic choice
is not war with Israel but

evading peace, as did expla-
nations and inferpretations.
Some argued that the logic
of establishing the State of
Israel as well as its existence
require it to remain in a state
of war, even if it seems like
the constant victim. Today,
on the other hand, the ideol-
ogy of Netanyahu, and the
likes of his Foreign Minister
Avigdor Lieberman, exposes
a racist mentality in Israeli
gocial and polifical society,
one aimed at segregation
and ethnic cleansing.

When the world spoke of es-
tablishing a Palestinian state
alongside the State of Israel,
it meant ending Israeli oc-
cupation of the Palestinian
territories of 1967 and es-
tablishing a Palestinian state
in place of the occupation.
And when those who held
the vision of the two states
spoke of modifying these
borders to deal with the real-
ity of illegal settlements and
the separation wall, they be-
lieved that this would be the
maximum that Israel could
ask for or that it could be of-
fered, knowing that the state
of Palestine will be estab-
lished on what amounts to
20 percent of Palestine un-
der the British Mandate or
historic Palestine. It seems
today that many Israelis
were thinking of something
completely different than
the rest of the world. When
talk of the “Tewish State” be-
gan, it never occurred to the
world that what was meant
was the “purity” of Israel
from non-Jews, including its
Palestinian citizens, known
as “ Israel ’s Arabs.”

Today, Benjamin Netan-
yvahu boasts before Israeli
journalists, after meeting
with Barack Obama, of not
having uttered the expres-
sion “two states for two
peoples,” but rather “I said
that Palestinians and Israelis
can live side by side if the
Palestinians agree to recog-
nize Israel as a homeland for
the Jewish people.” He said
that the current government
is committed to the peace
process with the Palestin-
ians “not on the basis of two

gtates for two peoples, but
rather on the basis of Pales-
tinian recognition of Israel
as a Jewish state

Israel ’s problem is that it
wants to get rid of the occu-
pation without recognizing
having lifted the occupation
through peace. It wants fo
live in peace while setting
itself fo a siege mentality,
its borders contiguous to
those whom it has forcefully
separated by procedures of
distrust. It wants fo deny
the failure of a reality it has
created, as a result of its un-
sound belief that triggering
strife between the Palestin-
ians will turn the anger of
the Palestinians away from
itself, andlead them to fierce
fighting amongst themselves
and into bitter fear. Had TIs-
rael been lucid and wise, it
would have realized that
coexistence, peace and true
tranquility are the key fo its
stabilify.

We all know that Israel has
structured itself as an exclu-
sivist Tewish state and
Enshrined racism in its ba-
gic laws (on land ownership,
citizenship laws etc, see
This definitely is a strong re-
minder that both South Af-
rica ’s apartheid is being re-
peated by Israel in Palestine

Apartheid as we know it
involves a process of seftler-
colonialism involving the
forced displacem ent of the
indigenous population from
most of their ancestral lands
and concentrating them in
townships and reservations
with differing rights; strict
mobility restrictions that
suffocated the colonized,
and the use of brutal mili-
tary force to repress any ac-
tual or potential resistance
against the racist colonial
regime. That what happened
in South Africa and is hap-
pening know in Palestine .
Both apartheid enjoyed the
impunity that results from
full US and European sup-
port.

Israel's crimes and viola-
tions are not limited to the
crime of apartheid. Rather,
Israel 'sregime over the Pal-
estinian people combines
apartheid, military occupa-
tion and colonization in a
unique manner.

Degpite all ofthis, Israel con-
tinues to shift steadily to the
fanatic and racist direction,
as the latest parliamentary
election results have shown,
Palestinians under its con-
trol are increasingly being
brutalized by ifs escalating
colonial and apartheid poli-
cies, designed fo push them

out of their homeland fo
make a self-fulfilling proph-
ecy out of the old Zionist
canard of “a land without a
people.” The conceptual
origins of Israel’s unique
form of apartheid are found
in Zionism, a racist Europe-
an ideology that was adopt-
ed by the dominant stream
of the Zionist movement
(World Zionist Organiza-
tion, Jewish Agency, Jewish
National Fund, among oth-
ers) in order to justify and
recruit political support for
its colonial project of estab-
lishing an exclusive Jewish
state in historic Palestine.
Political Zionists dismissed
the indigenous population
of Palestine as non-existent
in the famous Zionist slogan
of “a land without a people;”
making this a self-fulfilling
prophecy, Zionist forces
forcibly displaced 750,000-
900,000 Palestinians from
their homeland and de-
siroyed hundreds20o0f the
depopulated Palestinian vil-
lages in an operation termed
“cleaning the landscape”
that lasted until 1960.

Despite Israel’ continued
occupation, colonization
and apartheid over the in-
digenous people of Pales-
tine, US and Europe and
some Arab countries, name-
ly Egypt have contributed
to Israel’s illegal blockade
of Gaza and its criminal
war against it, the EU and
other Western states have
reached a qualitatively dif-
ferent stage of complicity,
becoming, more blatantly
than ever, full partners in
the US-Israeli policy of un-
dermining the rule of law
and espousing in its stead
the law of the jungle, there-
by promoting the Bush-Bin
Laden self-fulfilling proph-
ecy of a dichotomous world
divided surgically into good
and evil, with each side re-
garding the other as evil.

This complicity of Western
governments in all this hor-
rific violation of interna-
tional law and basic human
rights has led many analysts
to view the role of the West
as profoundly flawed, both
morally and legally. The
comprehensive  impunity
enjoyed by Israel has al-
lowed it to project itself and
to act as an unconfrollable
“mad dog”.

Asg early as 2007, Richard
Falk, a prominent interna-
tional law expert at Princ-
eton University and the
current UN Special Rap-
porteur for Human Rights
in the occupied Palestinian
territories (OPT), called the

Western-supported Israeli
siege of Gaza “a prelude to
genocide” [4] and, later, “a
Holocaust in the making.”
[5] Falk, who happens to be
Jewish, argued that the siege
is especially disturbing be-
cause it vividly expresses “a
deliberate intention on the
part of Israel and its allies
to subject an enfire human
community to life-endan-
gering conditions of utmost
cruelty.” [6]

Using more diplomatic lan-
guage, Sara Roy, a Harvard
University expert on2Ode-
velopment in 20the OPT,
accuses the EU, along with
the US, of complicify in a
deliberate Israeli policy of
“de-development” of the
OPT, killing any possibility
of creating an independent
and sovereign Palestin-
ian state. By providing the
Palestinians with “tangible
benefits such as higher in-
come and improved infra-
structure,” Roy argues, the
EU was hoping to buy Pal-
estinian support for substan-
tial concessions in the so-
called “peace negotiations.”
She concludes, “The logic
of international law was
abandoned in the interest of
maintaining a failed politi-
cal process.”

An examination of the Is-
raeli siege of Gaza, most of
whose population are refu-
gees forcibly displaced by
Zionists — and later Israel
— during the 1948 Nakba,
can elucidate this “de-de-
velopment” policy which
amounfs fo collective pun-
ishment, as most legal ex-
perts agree. During this on-
going — now 21-month-old
— siege, more than 80% of
the 1.5 million Palestinians
caged into the world’s “larg-
est open-air prison” have
been pushedinto poverty and
dependency on international
humanitarian assistance; the
enfire economic infrastruc-
ture has been systematically
decimated, with more than
95% of the factories forced
to shut down, driving pov-
erty and unemplo yment
below sub-Saharan African
standards; educational in-
stitutions have been unable
to function properly due to
lack of fuel and electricity
for prolonged periods; the
health care system is on the
verge of collapse, and hun-
dreds of patients in need of
critical health care, particu-
larly cancer and kidney pa-
tients, have died after being
denied access to medical fa-
cilities outside Gaza.

Maier Abdelqader Lecture
at Medgar Evers College /
Brooklyn - NY
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Now hiring
a woman photographer
with experience
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BAY RIDGE
STORE FOR RENT
PLUS AN ADDITIONAL 7406-5TH AVENUE

900 SOUARE FEET IN
THE BASEMENT

1700 SOUARE FEET

FULLY RENOVATED
NEW STORE
- oy s |
MOVE IN CONDITION = | 1eseruo0 £ 8 i
PRIME BLOCK - il
AND LOCATION

GOOD FOR
ANY BUSINESS

RENT $3950 PER MONTH

FOR RENT BY OWNER
718-259-7800

‘?fhﬂ BT T

A.S.U.a‘ll O laalot | Ze o2 I.AI.GQy)h ap

|21 West Broadway Paterson NJ 07505
<Ghorba News
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553-63rd St. Between (5t and 6« Ave 6)
Brooklyn. N.Y 11220 Bay Ridge.

ung Farmers Lamb $1
4 AnySizeM

-Grav’ .
Young Retl-Gray' , N-PPSRFTYRRS Muscovy
Chicken V4 Duck
Red or Gray [¥pY,
Buy 4 Get1Free
Buy 4 Get 1 Free 1F
Buy 6 Get 2 Free rée
Buy 6 Get 2 Free
il ol '
| Wfdﬂdﬂ’bééﬁg Buy 12 Get 6 Free
e 1 le oty g i Ligly 75 dayl 51 e

242200 laudlalns3 o ol [
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BROOKLYN SPORT

8635 18th AVENUE Call Haridy @: 718-232-3200

BROOKLYN, NY 11214
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